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MORRISTOWN ZONING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Joint EDA and Regular Meeting Thursday, August 15, 2019 

Members Present: Chairman Jim Lonergan, Steve Felix, Mark Morris, Mike O’Rourke 
Committee Present: Chairman Steve Nordmeier, Loren Dahle, Tim Flaten 
Absent:  Chuck Larsen, Kurt Wolf 
Also Present:  Zoning Administrator Brent Vollbrecht, City Administrator Brad Potter, City Clerk 
Sheri Gregor 
 
1.  Call to Order:  The joint meeting of the Morristown Zoning Board and EDA Committee was  
     called to order, at 6:35 p.m., by Chairman Jim Lonergan, on Thursday, August 15, 2019, in  
     the Council Chambers at City Hall, at 402 S. Division Street. 
     The two committees met to discuss the city’s future land use plan.  Subjects of discussion  
     were the expansion zone, urban reserve, zoning and rezoning districts.  They looked at how  
     to generate commercial and industrial business and encourage residential building; whereas  
     there are approximately 18 lots for sale within the city limits.  Brad Potter will have an 
     updated draft of the city map ready for the Zoning Board and EDA for their next meetings.         
3.  Agenda Additions/Corrections:  Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Steve Felix, and 
     was carried unanimously to approve the Agenda as printed.  
4.  Zoning Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Steve Felix, seconded by Mark Morris, and  
     was carried unanimously to approve the Zoning Board meeting minutes from July 18, 2019.  
5.  Council Action:  The City Council accepted the resignation of Zoning Board Member Lee 
     Bruns and declared a vacancy.  The open zoning board seat has been posted for any  
     interested Morristown citizen, meeting the criteria.  The Board is to review the applicants  
     at their September 19, 2019 meeting and make a recommendation for the Council’s  
     appointment on October 7, 2019.  The approval of a zoning permit of the 406 Washington  
     St. E. pasture grazing loafing shed is contingent on the signing of a written agreement  
     defining the number of heads of cattle, out of the flood plain and must meet any MPCA  
     feedlot rules.  Ordinance 2019-4, Rezoning of 24366 Holland Avenue to residential and  
     24374 Holland Avenue to industrial, was adopted.  Ordinance 2019-6 was adopted,  
     amending Section §152.168 Accessory Uses, to allow commercial grade hoop structure  
     in industrial district.      
6.  Requests to be Heard: None 
7.  Old/Unfinished Business: 
       A.  105 1st Street N.E. – Motion by Mike O’Rourke, seconded by Steve Felix, and carried   
             unanimously to recommend to the City Council to start and continue the administrative  
             fine process; until missing and rotting siding is replaced and any good siding painted,  
             without a third zoning application/permit needed.   
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7.  Old/Unfinished Business: (cont.) 
       A.  (cont.) This notice is to be sent to the three owners, of 105 1st Street N.E., that their  
             second zoning permit to repair the exterior surface deterioration expired on July 30,  
             2019 and the building repairs have not been completed. The attached entryway is in 
             violation with Ordinance 92.21 Building Maintenance and Appearance: (A) Declaration  
             of nuisance, (1), (2), (3), and (B) Standards, (1).   
       B   206 Bloomer Street W. – Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Steve Felix, and was  
            carried unanimously to recommend to the City Council to begin the legal action  
            procedure; following Ordinance 2019-3 Amending Sections §152.295 through §152.335  
            and referencing Ordinance 2014-1 Amending Sections §152.035 and §152.091.          
       C.  Zoning Board Vacant Seat – Mike O’Rourke will stay on as an interim, until the 
             replacement for Lee Bruns is appointed.  Tyler Velzke will begin his appointment as a 
             zoning board committee member on September 19, 2019.  
       D.  406 Washington Street E. Zoning Permit Shed Application – Motion by Mark Morris,  
             seconded by Steve Felix, and was carried unanimously to approve the 50’X90’ pole  
             shed permit application and the once applied and square footage paid for container  
             permit, (container to be on an agricultural zoned parcel and used for agricultural 
             purposes; per Ordinance §152.072 Permitted Uses), pending our zoning administrator  
             receives a drawing of the loafing shed, pole shed and storage container, on the one 
             parcel (ID 20.26.2.00.001), and the setbacks are proper.  
8.  New Business:    
       A. Certification of Occupancy – The Morristown City Code did not adopt the Minnesota  
            State Building Codes, therefore we do not have a building inspector.  The Zoning Board 
            was advised by our city attorney that we aren’t legally qualified, nor want to be held  
            liable, by issuance of this certificate to 402 3rd Street S.E..      
       B.  807 Division Street – Garage setbacks – A neighboring property owner is curious about  
            the setbacks of a newly built garage.  The city administrator has viewed the site and has  
            been in contact with both parties.  Brad Potter will inform the Zoning Board on the 
            outcome.  
       C.  Joint Meeting with City Council – The Zoning Board will meet with the City Council on  
             Monday, August 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss ordinance enforcement per Ordinance  
             2019-3: Amendment of Sections §152.295 – §152.335.   
9.  Zoning Administrator’s Report: 
     With the adoption of the amended Ordinance 2019-3: Sections §152.295 – §152.335, the     
     Council will decide the issuance of administrative fines and procedures on neglectful   
     conduct of violation notices and administrative fines, ordinance non-compliance, violation  
     induced permit expirations.   
     The City Administrator’s, Brad Potter, list of non-compliant items will be discussed with the  
     Council.  
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9.  Zoning Administrator’s Report: (cont.) 
     It is the consensus of the Zoning Board to recommend to the Council that an administrative  
     fine be issued in violation of Ordinance §152.296 Zoning Permits Required to 404 3rd Street  
     S.E.; for construction work being started before applying for a zoning permit.    
     Zoning Administrator, Brent Vollbrecht, has not heard from the owner of 304 Franklin St. W. 
     on their property lines setbacks, nor from the property owner of 405 3rd Street S.E. who  
     needs to submit a new application and drawing with structures, property lines with setbacks.       
     Motion by Mike O’Rourke, seconded by Mark Morris, and was carried unanimously to deny  
     these two applications due to time allotment.     
     Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Steve Felix, and was carried unanimously to approve  
     the Zoning Administrator’s Report.      
10. Adjournment:  Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Mike O’Rourke, and was carried  
      unanimously to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m..  
11. Next Meetings:  Joint meeting with the City Council, Monday, August 19, 2019 7 p.m. 
      Regular Meeting: Thursday, September 19, 2019. 
 
         _____________________________ 
                           Sheri Gregor, City Clerk 
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